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Introduction

In this survey report, the wreckage of a cargo steamer in the Baltic Sea near Lithuania is
described. The discovery of the bell and the ship's plate by the team of the 'Baltic Sea Heritage
Rescue Project' in 2018 allowed the identification. It is the ship ELBING IX, which was built in 1913
by the shipyard "Ferdinand Schichau, Elbing". On Nov. 17th 1914 (World War |), the ship sank
after a mine hit when it was on the way to rescue the people of a sinking warship.

Position

55°41'N 020°37'E Lithuania- Klaipeda (Memel)
In approx. 30 km distance to the coast

Gteborg sonkeping

Palanga.

Danemark

Libeck

Description of the wreck

It is a steel ship with a length of 66m above all. It stands upright on sandy soil in about 50m depth.
The original shape of the hull can still be seen clearly. The bridge or the top structures are
collapsed and largely missing. The ship had three holds; two in front and one behind the bridge
construction. The wooden floor of the fore ship is well preserved. The stumps of two large masts
stand on deck. Several large winches are located directly on the masts. In the bow area, a large
spare anchor leans against a wall. The ship had two screws. One is starboard from the rudder
blade. The port side screw lies between crashed remains of the stern. On deck of the stern is a
spare screw. Several double cross bollards are on deck. A well-preserved wooden steering wheel
was found under nets in the middle of the ship.

A ship's bell with the inscription "ELBING IX" was found under nets at the windlass in the bow. In
the second hold is the ship's plate with the inscription “N: 886 F.Schichau Elbing 1913”. The wreck
has large holes in the rear, resulting from an explosion.
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Photos: Sabine Kerkau

Sidescan

Photo: Linas Duoblys - captain of the ship NZ55
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The Baltic Sea Heritage Rescue Project

The Baltic Sea Heritage Rescue Project is an organization in which
people from many countries volunteer for protection of the Baltic Sea.
They find and remove lost ghost nets, search, identify and document
wrecks to protect them and keep their stories alive. It finances itself
through donations and public funds. As a registered and recognized
non-profit organization, donation receipts may be issued. The Baltic Sea
Heritage Rescue Project works closely with the University of Klaipéda
and relevant ministries and archaeologists as well as the museum.

Due to the depth of the wrecks, only so-called technical divers are used who dive with helium
mixtures at depth and increased levels of oxygen in the decompression phase.

The Baltic Sea Heritage Rescue Project is a non-profit organization founded in July 2018 in
Klaipeda, Lithuania by Rolandas Schén, Sabine Kerkau and Linas Duoblys.

In 2019 six project weeks took place.

https://www.bshrp.org

In addition, the following aspects are examined:
e |s the wreck looted or damaged by third parties?
e How is the wreck changing over the years?
e How can the wreck be protected in terms of robbery and damage

Gezeitentaucher (tide divers)

The Gezeitentaucher examine wrecks in the North Sea
near the East Frisian Islands. They support the Baltic
Sea Team in the investigation and documentation of the
wrecks.

Gezeitentaucher (from the left): Ulrich Hofmann, Dirk
Terbeek, Dirk Heinemann, Wilfried de Jonge, Thorsten
Bakker, Oliver Hirsch und Holger Buss (missing:
Thorsten Lex)




ELBING IX (1913-1914) 7/35

Ghost nets

The wreck was covered with fishing nets over large areas. For the animals this is a problem,
because these nets continue to fish and kill fishes and other marine animals that are caught in the
nets. They do this over many years.

Sabine Kerkau Sabine Kerkau

Sabine Kerkau
%

In 2019, teams from the Baltic Sea Heritage Rescue project were able to recover and dispose all
major nets on the wreckage of the ELBING IX. This also revealed interesting details that were
hidden under the nets.
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Diving protocols:
Ship: NZ55 Cpt: Linas Duoblys

23.09.2019 + 27.09.2019

Divers: Holger Buss, Bertrand Moenne, Rolandas Schoén, Sabine Kerkau
Localization of holds and interesting objects. Documentation and video recordings for creating 3D
models

26.09.2019

Divers: Holger Buss, Bertrand Moenne, Rolandas Schén, Sabine Kerkau
First measurements of the ship lengthwise.

AL U

Divers of the 6th project week 2019 on the ship NZ55
Video documentation of the survey: https://youtu.be/FDIOolAhUGw




